"KICKS AND KISSES"

"If the people have shed fear and learnt the art of self-sacrifice,
they need no favours. Kicks can never cow them. They will
take "what they need and assimilate it"

The reader will read with painful interest the foll-
owing account, said to be authentic, of the meeting recently
held in Bombay of the Chamber of Princes:

^H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner opened the discussions by nar-
rating the events at RaJkot where, he said, the trouble was due to
the absence of influential Jagirdars, the want of demarcation
between the Privy Purse and the State Expenditure, and the small-
ness of the Kathiawad States.  It was regarded as a test case by
the Congress, and they had selected Rajkot for various reasons,
the principal ones being that Rajkot, small and with limited re-
sources, -would not be able to withstand for long the onslaughts
of the Congress, that the ground was ready for the delivery of
such, an attack, that the Congress was virile and active in Kathia"
wad, and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was near at hand to direct
operations and conduct the campaign. H. H. the Maharaja of
Bikaner then mooted the suggestion of common Police Force for
a group of States, as the resources of individual States, particu-
larly of small ones, are not extensive and, therefore, totally in-
adequate to face the common danger. Such also was the indica-
tion of the Paramount Power and of its representatives. No great
reliance, he said, could now be placed on co-operation and help
from adjoining British territories as Congress was supreme there
and they naturally would not like to help Indian States. On the
other hand, their sympathies, either tacitly or actively, are on the
side of Indian States' subjects or foreign agitators. This was
actually evidenced by the attitude of the Orissa Government
when help was demanded by the States in Orissa which had to face
this trouble.

"Continuing^ he stated that the Congress would devote increas-
ingly greater attention to Indian States. Up to now its policy, as
embodied in the resolution of the Haripura session and before,
was of non-intervention, and the Indian States' people were direct-
ed to be self-reliant. The reason is manifest. The Congress
was actively busy with British Indian problems, and it wanted
to generate strength in Indian States9 subjects and foster self-help